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h.1 CONTRACT(S)/AGREEMENTS - OIL SPILL RESPONSE ORGANIZATION(S) 
 
 Attached are contract certifications for the following: 

 
1. Oil Spill Response Organizations (OSRO): 
• MSRC 

 • NRC 
 

2. Salvage / Fire Fighting Emergency Contractor 
 • Marine Response Alliance (MRA) 
 • DONJON-SMIT 
 

These contracts are intended to demonstrate that the above OSRO(s) will provide the 
requisite equipment and personnel in the event of an oil spill for each of the geographic 
regions the non-tank vessel transits in the regulatory required times. 

 
The attached letter from the OSRO(s) that documents its review of the plan trajectories 
and their respective RRAW’s which response equipment and personnel to satisfy the 
planning requirements. 



Document Title: CALIFORNIA VESSEL CONTINGENCY PLAN 
 
Document Section: h - ON-WATER CONTAINMENT & RECOVERY 

Issue: 9/28/2006 
Rev: 52 
Page: 3 

 

h.2  RESPONSE CAPABILITY STANDARDS 
 

On-water Containment and recovery Response Capabilities requirements are 
defined in 827.02(h)(2)(A) & (B) and summarized in the following table: 

 
Table H-2. Summary of 827.02(h)(2)(A)&(B) 

On-Water Containment and Recovery Services  
for a Reasonable Worst Case Spill 

 

 Time Initial Recovery 
Capability 

Initial Recovery 
Response Time 

Pre-Staging 
Requirement 

Non Bunkering 

San Francisco 
Harbor 

<6 Hours 2500 BBL/day 2 Hours – 

Los 
Angeles/Long 
Beach 

<6 Hours 2500 BBL/day 2 Hours – 

Stockton & 
Sacramento 

<6 Hours 2500 BBL/day 2 Hours 2500 BBL 

Santa Barbara 
Channel 

<12 Hours 2500 BBL/day 2 Hours 2500 BBL 
Humboldt Bay to 
Monterey Bay 
Only 

Balance of the 
Coast 

<18 Hours 2500 BBL/day 2 Hours -- 

 
Based on a review of the RRAWs with MSRC and NRC, it has been concluded that all the 
response capability standards set forth in 827.02(h)(2)(A)d(B) can be met or exceeded. 

 

 
h.3(A) ON-WATER RESPONSE EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES 

See h.1 
 
 
h.3(B) OSRO EQUIPMENT SPECIFICS 
 

See the OSRO approval attached 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 
August 27, 2002 
 
 
Dan Sobieski 
The O’Brien’s Group 
376 South Valencia Avenue 
Brea, CA 92823 
 
 

NONTANK VESSEL CONTINGENCY PLAN REQUIREMENTS 
 
Dear Dan: 
 
We have reviewed the Environmental Consequence Analysis, including trajectories and resources at risk, as required 
by the California nontank vessel contingency plan regulations.  Specifically, we have reviewed your trajectories as 
listed below. 
 
  

OOPS Trajectory 
Port of Oxford 
San Francisco Entrance 
Harding Rock 
San Pablo Bay 
Carquisez Bridge 
Port of Stockton 
Port of Sacramento 
Port Hueneme 
Port of Los Angeles 
Port of Los Angeles Turning Basin 
Angels Gate 
Port of Long Beach 
Port of Long Beach Southeast Basin 
Queens Café 
San Diego Inner Harbor 
San Diego Bay Entrance 
Humboldt Bay (north Coast ACP) 

 
Based on our review and analysis, we are able to provide the on-water containment and recovery and shoreline 
protection required for the identified resources at risk in the times required, as presented in section (g) of your plan.  
For section (h) and (i) of your plan, you should site NRC’s OSRO Application, Response Resource Availability 
Worksheets and our Regional Resource Manual. 
 
Regards, 
 
James C. Riedel 

General Manager 
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h.3(C) PERSONNEL AVAILABLE TO RESPOND 
 

a. See OSRO approval and ERST’s Primary Response Contractor Approval 
attachment 

b. ICS Job Descriptions - See Response Procedures j1. 
c. Equipment/Personnel Mobilization Plan - See OSRO approval. 
d. See OSRO approval. 

 
h.3(D) PROCEDURES FOR TRANSPORT OF REQUIRED EQUIPMENT, PERSONNEL 

AND OTHER RESOURCES 
 
 See h.3(B) OSRO approval. 
 
h.3(E) EQUIPMENT AND PERSONNEL AVAILABILITY 
 
 See OSRO approval. 

 
h.4 ON-WATER RESPONSE AND RECOVERY STRATEGY 
 
General Spill Response Considerations 
 
The response techniques, or combination of techniques employed in a spill are 
dependent upon the product spilled, quantity, location, response time, weather 
conditions, responder capability, and availability of response equipment.  Among the 
options available are: 
 
Mechanical cleanup methods. 
Dispersants 
In-Situ burning 
Natural removal 
 
Offshore Procedures 
 
Mechanical Cleanup Methods (Refer to FIGURE 1 for Response Strategies) 
 
Mechanical oil spill response uses physical barriers (boom) and mechanical devices 
(skimmers) to redirect and remove oil from the surface of the water. 
 
 Oil Containment Boom: Spilled oil floating on the water’s surface is affected by 
wind, currents, and gravity, all of which cause it to spread.  Boom is used for 
concentrating oil so that it is thick enough to be skimmed, for keeping oil out of sensitive 
areas, or for diverting oil into collection areas. 
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The success of booming as a strategy is dependent on currents, winds, and waves.  
Currents can draw the oil under the boom; waves may cause oil splash over; wind and 
currents may cause the boom to sink or plane; and currents or debris may damage the 
boom. 
• Skimmers: Skimmers remove oil from the water’s surface and are typically used 
with boom that concentrate the oil to make it thick enough to be skimmed efficiently.  
The effectiveness of the skimmer is determined by how quickly it can collect the oil, and 
how much water is mixed in with it.  The oil collected by the skimmer is stored in a 
containment tank. 
 
Advantages 
• Physically removes oil from the environment 
• Allows recycling or proper disposal of recovered oil. 
• Minimizes direct environmental impacts in open water areas. 
 
Disadvantages 
• Limitations of mechanical recovery exist.  Wind, waves and currents may allow 
only a fraction of the spilled oil to be contained and recovered. 
• The limitations of mechanical protection and recovery methods must be fully 
onsidered.  Booms may fail and skimmers may clog. c 

 
Dispersants 
Dispersants are specially designed oil spill products that are composed of detergent-like 
surfactants in low toxicity solvents.  Dispersants do not actually remove oil from the 
water.  Instead, they break the oiled slick into small particles, which then disperse in to 
the water where they are further broker down by natural processes.  Dispersion of oil 
into the water column occurs naturally in untreated spills; dispersants just speed up the 
process.  Dispersants also prevent the oil droplets from coming together again and 
forming another surface slick.  Dispersants also reduce the ability of the oil to attach to 
birds and other animals, shoreline rock, and vegetation.  Fire and explosion hazards are 
lessened because dispersants reduce evaporation of volatile oil components.  The 
effects of the rapidly diluted dispersed oil must be weighted against the effects of that oil 
if it were allowed to impact wildlife populations or the shoreline. 
 
Dispersants may be applied to oil from airplanes helicopters, or vessels.  Dispersant 
spray systems are designed to provide the correct droplet size and dosage, as both are 
important factors in effective oil dispersal.  The volume of dispersant applied is a fraction 
of the volume of oil treated, with a typical dispersant to oil ration to 1:20. 
 
When the oil is treated with dispersants, it initially disperses within approximately the 
upper 30 feet of the water column.  The dispersed oil will be spread horizontally by tides 
and currents, rapidly decreasing the concentration of the oil.  Many impacted water 
column populations will rapidly recover from the dispersed oil exposure because of their 
mobility.  If these impacts are expected to be short term, these organisms are given a 
lower priority than bird and mammal populations and sensitive shoreline habitats, which 
when oiled recover quite slowly.  Typically, dispersant use is reserved for deeper waters 
to ensure sufficient dilution of the oil and to prevent impacts on bottom-dwelling 
organisms.  There may be cases where use in shallow environments can be justified to 
minimize impact to highly sensitive areas that are difficult to otherwise protect. 
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Advantages 
• Reduces impact of surface oil on shorelines, sensitive habitats, birds, mammals, 
and other wildlife. 
• Rapid treatment of large areas. 
• Reduced oil storage and disposal problems. 
• Accelerated natural degradation processes. 
• Use in high seas and currents is feasible/ 
 
Disadvantages 
• Increased oil impacts on organisms in the upper 30 feet of water column. 
• Time frame for effective use may be short. 
• Application equipment may be unavailable. 
  
3. In-Situ Burning 
 
In-situ burning means the controlled burning of oil “in place.”  On open water, burning 
requires specialized fire resistant boom because uncontained oil rapidly spreads too thin 
to sustain combustion.  In-situ burning requires less labor than most other techniques 
and can be applied in areas where other methods cannot be used because of limited 
access to the spill location.  Fire-resistant booms are subject to some of the same wind 
and sea limitations as mechanical removal, since a fire boom behaves much like a 
standard containment boom.  However, burning rapidly removes large quantities of oil 
and minimizes the need for recovery and storage. 
 
T he decision to use in-situ burning must consider the tradeoffs involved, including: 
• the impact on air quality 
• the benefit of rapid oil removal 
• the safety of the response workers, and 
• the risk of secondary fires. 
 
In-situ burns have typically removed over 90% of the contained oil during experiments 
and accidental burns of petroleum on water.  The small percentage of the original oil 
volume left unburned is typically a viscous, taffy-like material that floats for a long 
enough period of time to be manually removed. 
 
Advantages 
• Reduces impact of surface oil on shorelines, sensitive habitats, birds, mammals 
and other wildlife.   
• Rapidly consumers oil in the burn. 
• Reduces oil storage and disposal problems.  
• Eliminates the air quality impacts of the volatile hydrocarbons that would 
otherwise evaporate. 
• The products of combustion are diluted in the air above and downwind of the 
burn, dispersing rapidly at ground level to normal concentrations. 
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Disadvantages 
• Use limited to correct atmospheric and sea conditions or offshore areas to 
protect public health. 
• Equipment required for burning may not be readily available. 
• Time frame for effective use may be short due to difficulty of igniting weathered 
oil. 
 
4.  Natural Removal 
 
• To do nothing may sometimes be appropriate.  No action is taken except for 
monitoring the movement of the spilled oil (i.e. light hydrocarbons are volatile and highly 
lammable/recovery may not be attempted because of fire hazards). f 

B. Shallow Water/Shoreline Procedures 
 
1. Mechanical Cleanup Methods (Refer to FIGURE 2 for Strategies) 
  
• Open Ocean Boom: In areas of shallow water, it may be possible to collect or 
corral the oil with ocean boom and take it to deeper water or low-current areas that have 
better skimmer access and higher recovery rates. 
• Bottom-seal Boom: This boom is designed for deployment in very shallow water 
where traditional boom may foul on the bottom during low water levels.  This boom’s 
special features allow it to conform to the substrate, so that it can continue to act as a 
barrier to oil during changing tides or lower water levels.  Bottom seal boom uses ballast 
tubes that are filled with water and actually lay on the bottom to provide a seal against oil 
passage.  Shallow water boom is effective in higher-current areas because the shallow 
skirt minimizes the drag in the current. 
• Sorbent boom: Sorbent boom is designed primarily to absorb oil although it can 
act as a protective measure against thin oil sheens under very quiet water conditions.  
Snare boom (pom-poms tied onto a line) is effective as a sorbent of more viscous oils 
under higher wave and current conditions.  In any current, sorbent boom can contain 
only the thinnest sheens.  When used with conventional booms, sorbents can be placed 
outside of the boom to pick up small amounts of escaping oil, or inside the boom to 
absorb small amounts of contained oil. 
• Inland Boom: Inland boom is the smallest conventional boom and is designed for 
deployment in very shallow water; as the draft is only 6-12 inches.  It is normally 
deployed in more protected waters where there is little or no wave action. 
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Figure 1.  Offshore Response Strategies  
Equipment Use For: 

1) Fast Response Unit A) Skimming oil offshore with a readily available 
seaworthy workboat. 
 
B) Ideal skimming in 3 to 4 foot seas.  Heavier seas 
permissible under suitable conditions. 
 
C) Chasing oil slicks to assist the OSRVs in recovery 
 
D) The most immediate mechanical skimming means to 
respond offshore other than ID Boat if one is in vicinity.  
Draft of workboat determines the water depth for use in 
bays, 6 to 8 feet of water the minimum.  
 
E) Combustible Grade D and Grade E petroleum 
hydrocarbon spills if vessel is certified likewise. 

2) Identified Boats A) Rapid response skimming offshore until other 
equipment arrives. 
 
B) Skimming offshore in seas up to 4 feet in an 
advancing or stationary mode. 
 
C) Combustible Grade D and Grade E petroleum 
hydrocarbon spills. 

3) Oil Spill Response Vessels - High Volume, Open Sea A) Skimming long-duration, more extensive spills in a 
stationary mode where chasing after oil slicks is not 
required; for instance, down-wind and down-current 
from a well that is blowing-out of control; towing to skim 
is limited to about a one knot advance. 

4) Open Sea Boom A) Containment of oil for recovery by skimmers. 
 
B) Preventing spilled oil from spreading. 
 
C) Preventing measure in case oil may be spilled. 
          1) Self-inflating. 
          2) Can be operated in up to 6 foot seas and 20       
knot winds. 
          3) Stocked in 500 foot sections, but an be                
separated into 50 foot sections. 
          4) Can be deployed by 1 to 3 men, from a dock,      
boat, using a crane, or by helicopter. 
 
D) Herding oil slicks for pickup by HOSS barge. 

5) Boat Sprayer System for Dispersants A) Spraying “Low-mixing energy” dispersants from the 
bow of the workboats, onto oil slicks. 
 
B) Fresher, not very weathered, less viscous, crude oils 
(usually not mousse). 

6) Exxon Corexit 9527/9500 - Oil Dispersant Inventory 
and Logistics 

A) Air to break up oil spills on water. 
          1) Must have USCG approval.  
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Equipment Use For: 

7) Chemical Dispersants Aircraft Spraying A) Rapid application of dispersant and/or coverage of 
large areas. 
 
B) Sea conditions that are unacceptable for other 
equipment and methods. 
 
C) Very distant or remote job sites. 
 
D) More beneficial spray patterns. 
 
E) Spill treatment in non-navigable waters. 
 
F) Spills of a size sufficient to keep equipment in use. 
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Figure 2 Shallow Water/Inland Response Strategies 
Equipment Use For: 

1) Self-Propelled Shallow Water Skimmer A) Skimming oil slicks while steering the vessel forward. 
 
B) Recovering old slicks herder or advancing to the 
skimmer. 
 
C) Inland or nearshore skimming in a stationary or 
advancing mode. 

2) Barge or Vessel Mounted Mop Skimmer A) Calmer waters. 
 
B) Removes oil contained in boom or in pockets. 
     1) Excellent oil to water pick-up ratio 
     2) Portable 

3) Floating Suction Oil Skimmer - (Swiss) Oela III 
 
 

A) Calm water conditions, such as: 
     1) Removing confined oil from within booms. 
    2) Cleaning oil from pits, tanks, ponds, slips, docks,     

rivers, canals, and ditches. 
     3) Used in conjunction with hand skimmers 

4) Nearshore Boom (36 inches) A) Calmer waters. 
 
B) Containing spilled oil so that it can be recovered by 
skimmers. 
 
C) Preventing spread of spilled oil. 
 
D) Precautionary measures should oil be spilled. 
 
E) Diverting spilled oil and/or trash to another area. 
 
F) Concentrating spilled oil for more efficient collection. 
 
G) Barricading traffic or trash. 

5) Shoreline Boom A) Protection of shorelines from offshore spills. 
 
B) Containment of shallow shoreline spills. 
 
C) Containment of marsh spills from entering coastal 
waters. 
 
D) Preventing oil from entering or escaping tidal areas. 
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6) Oil Sorbents A) Absorption of thin oil slicks or rainbows of oil. 

 
B) Wiping oil off structures, rock shorelines, vegetation, 
vessels, other oil spill equipment, etc. 
     1) Can be wrung out and reused 
    2) Can be recycled thus reducing disposal                    

cost and volume. 
 
C) Can be used in lieu of straw and other particulates 
difficult to retrieve and dispose. 
 
D) A floating barrier to aid other containment and 
recovery devices. 
 
E) Can be used in congested or restricted areas. 

7) Viscous Type Absorbents A) Absorption of heavier oils. 
 
B) Wiping off rocks or structures, etc. 
 
C) Floating barrier. 

8) 50 Barrel Oil Storage Barge A) Offloading Shallow Water Skimmers (temporary 
storage). 
 
B) Additional storage for shallow water skimmers. 
 
C) Transport recovered oil. 
 
D) Combustible Grade D and Grade E hydrocarbon 
spills. 
 
E) Lakes, Bays, Rivers and other calm waters. 
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